Preview Decorative Newsfeeds

Mews has never locked so good

hough only a small space in 'sunny

'uddy', under the guiding hand of
Torn Holley  the  Medialounge s
commissioning and preserting some of
the rrost exciting works of art o be seen
in forkshire at the moment, made by
world-rencwned artists in the digital arts
field.

This meonth they present the warld
prermiere of Thomson and Craighead's
latest wiork Decorgtive Newsfeeds, TEC
have siphoned off the ircoming headlines
from the streamn of syndicated news
feeds of world business news, waorld
news and national news from the BEC
Mews Services website to create a
projection  installation of exquisite
elegance.

Watching Decorative Mewsfeeds is like
witching a skowed-down version of Fred
Astaire and Ginger Fogers dancing in top
hat and fails. Mever has a string of
headlines been so pleasant to watch.
Strings of headlines in simple white text
curl and snake their way across a plain
black background, booping and curvng
around each other as if taking part in a
forrmal mating-dance ritual before exiting
the frame. They treat data as an object to
be appropriated, manipulated and
represented to us.

Rather than bombarding the viewer
with a gushing data blast T&C have
choreographed the data streamn via an
interface prograrmme to order the flow
of news and make it behave and animate
according to their rules. Instead of
allerving the randominess of news flow to

dictate the work, "We see the work as
being a form of drawing" explains
Thomson. "Rather than randomness
being a resignation of authorship we are
using randorminess as part of our palette
as an aesthetic dedision." Craighead adds,
“Weve set up a serizs of instructions
[within the programmming]; 2.8 no more
than thres curves appear on screen at
ary one tire and thers are only four
speads,' This strict control has created
work that is both ambient and graceful,

The screen hangs within the room as
an objed to drcde around rather than
being purely a projection. T&C are
obvowsly encharted by their cwn work:
'"Till nowe we've only seen it like a
scresnsaver on our computers. We like
the idea that people move around it, we
like that idea of flow.”

The idea of the work being a dance
fits with it being a continuous live everit
as much as a gallery piece. Many data
streamn and interactive works rely on
Eelief in an artist's clairn that it is [hee; T&C
have addressad this issue by using data
that is visibly being updated, whether it &
metecrological information as in their
previous installation work, Weather
Gauge, of this piece, wsing incoming
news headlines, Craighead says: "The
piece is constantly proving itseff, MNews &
current, it is visibly live, so each viewer
has a unique experience
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